SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 22nd January 2007, in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 pm.

PRESENT






Cllr C Osborne (Deputy Mayor – in the Chair)






   "   N Aldis






   "   C Baker   






   "   P Blaine






   "   R Frood





   "   J Gurney





   "   D Jaeger





   "   M McMurdo





   "   M Pettitt






   "   D Sharman





   "   R Smith





   "   Mrs S Sutton






   "   G White

1.  APOLOGIES for absence were received from Cllrs Gale, M Scott and County Cllr J Scott.

2.  STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS 
(81/06)

(a)  Prejudicial Interests

Cllr Osborne
    Agenda Item 6 – Scale of Charges
    Member is Chairman of Sandy Football 







    Club (user of facilities)

Cllr Pettitt
    Agenda Item 6 – Scale of Charges
    Member is Vice President of Sandy 

Colts Football Club and Vice President of Sandy Cricket Club (users of facilities)

Cllr Aldis
   Agenda Item 6 – Scale of Charges
   Member is an allotment holder and a 








   Governor Maple Tree Lower School (hirer








   of facilities)

Cllr Mrs Sutton  Agenda Item 6 – Scale of Charges 
   Member is employed by RSPB (regular








   hirer of facilities)

Cllr Blaine
  Agenda Item 6 – Scale of Charges
   Member is a Governor of Maple Tree 








   Lower School (regular hirer of facilities)

Cllr Gurney
Agenda Item 6 – Scale of Charges
  Member is a Life Member of Sandy      Agenda Item 7 – Annual Estimates    Cricket Club (user of facilities)

None voted upon the Items in which they had Declared an Interest.

(b)  Personal Interests 

There were none.
3. SUPPLEMENTARY ACCOUNTS




(82/06)

(a) Capital Account 

The Chairman outlined the position on the Capital Account and emphasised that some very expensive projects would be starting during the next year.
RESOLVED: (a) That the current and end of year projected positions on the Capital Account be noted.

(b) That the Audit Committee be requested to review the balance position in the light of the projected projects which may commence during the year. 

(b) Repairs and Renewals Fund


The Chairman pointed out the balance held on the Repairs and Renewals Account and that this included the investment of legacies to the value of £2435.63.

RESOLVED: That the current and end of year projected positions on the Repairs and Renewals Fund be noted.
(c) Reserve Account
The Chairman reminded members that this account had been established at the suggestion of the External Auditors so that interests received on investments, which could be used to support revenue expenditure, could be more easily identified.

It was pointed out that the balance as at 31.12.06 figure as shown was incorrect, it currently showed a column total.  The actual figure should be that as shown in the opposite column i.e. £29237.23.  This also altered the projected balance as at 31.3.07, to £46396.24.
RESOLVED:  That with the incorporation of this correction the current and end of year projected positions on the Reserve Account be noted.
4.  MINUTES AND REPORTS 





(83/06)
Meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 11th December 2006 
RESOLVED: That the Minutes, which had been previously circulated be received, approved and adopted, Estimates only items, (Minute No. F54/06).

RECOMMENDATIONS: There were none.

5.  EXPENDITURE FROM SUPPLEMENTARY ACCOUNTS

(84/06)

(a) Capital Account

RESOLVED: That the following expenditure be approved from the Capital Account for 2007/2008:
	Portable Projector Screen for Chamber
	£300.00

	Bow top railings in Bedford Road Recreation Ground
	£1,400.00

	Leaf vacuum
	£300.00

	Rotavator
	£470.00

	Microwave for Stratford Road Depot
	£40.00

	Fridge for Stratford Road Depot
	£60.00

	Completion of footpath from Berwick Way to Sunderland Road
	£4,550.00


TOTAL APPROVED EXPENDITURE FROM THE    £7,120.00
CAPITAL ACCOUNT                                                       



(b) Repairs and Renewals Fund

RESOLVED: That the following expenditure be approved from the Repairs and Renewals Fund for 2007/2008:


	Roller Door for vehicle store, Stratford Road
	£1,700.00

	Mowers for Cemetery (2 No)
	£1,600.00

	Cupboard for Archive Materials
	£250.00

	Computer and printer for Clerk
	£800.00

	Provision of low level cisterns with air activated flush mechanism in Town Centre toilets
	£700.00


TOTAL APPROVED EXPENDITURE FROM THE    £5050.00
REPAIRS AND RENEWALS FUND                               

(c) Interest on Capital Account

RESOLVED: That the following expenditure be approved from the Interests received on the Capital Account for 2007/2008:

	Path to Skatepark re-surfacing
	£4,000.00

	Sisis Motorised Scarifier for Cricket Club
	£3,500.00


TOTAL APPROVED EXPENDITURE FROM THE    £7,500.00
INTERESTS RECEIVED ON CAPITAL                        
6.  SCALE OF CHARGES FOR 2007/2008

 (85/06)

Members who had declared Interests under Minute No. 81/06 did not speak or vote upon the items specific to their own declarations.

RESOLVED: That taking into account the observations/recommendations in the Finance Officer’s Report the Scale of Charges levied by Sandy Town Council for 2007/2008 be increased to the amounts now agreed in the new Scale of Charges APPENDIX “A” – COPY ATTACHED).

Members noted that the increases were on average 3.5% although the Angling Licence fee was only increased by 2.7% as permitted by the existing Licence.
ALSO RESOLVED:  That in future the Estimates Meeting of the Audit Committee be requested to review all income and the Scale of Charges, with a view to making a firm recommendation to the Council regarding proposed increases.

7. ANNUAL ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURE 2007/2008  
(86/06)
The Chairman referred to the Draft Annual Estimates which had already been circulated to members.  This was a particularly difficult year, mainly due to the full year impact of the two services taken over by the Town Council from the District Council and the new Police Community Support Officers project.
The Audit Committee had had to make some difficult decisions and now Council needed to consider the position very carefully.  There was little in the proposed estimates by way of Town Council growth items.
The increases proposed in the Scale of Charges would produce additional income of only around £130.00. 

Expenditure

Members than worked through the separate Expenditure Pages in the Estimates Book and the Clerk or Deputy Clerk answered various questions.
RESOLVED: That the Expenditure Pages in the Annual Estimate proposals for Sandy Town Council for Sandy Town Council for 2007/2008 be approved.
Income

Members then considered the Income Pages in the Estimates Book and the Clerk and Deputy Clerk again answered various questions.
RESOLVED: That the Income Pages in the Annual Estimates proposals for Sandy Town Council for 2007/2008 be approved.

In the light of these decisions members then considered the overall budget required and the impact of the additional proposed items of expenditure on the budget.  The expenditure proposals from Finance and General Purposes Committee of 11th December were debated in detail.
RESOLVED: That the following proposed items of Special Expenditure from the Revenue Account be approved and included in the Expenditure Proposals for 2007/2008:



	Pollarding Lime Trees
	£    350.00

	Contribution for 2 Police Community Support Officers
	£ 12,000.00

	Tourist Information Centre Publicity
	£  4,000.00

	Tourist Information Centre Merchandise
	£  3,000.00

	SEG Special Project Grant
	£    500.00

	Permanent Planting in beds on Roundabout
	£    500.00

	Work on Cemetery Gullies
	£    383.00

	Additional markings in Town Car Park
	£    500.00


TOTAL APPROVED SPECIAL EXPENDITURE          £ 21,233.00
FROM THE REVENUE ACCOUNT    



ALSO RESOLVED: (a) That the required expenditure on the Five Year Revaluation of the Council Assets of £5,250.00 be met from Interest received on the Capital Account.

(b) That the Audit Committee be requested to consider the establishment of a fund with an annual contribution in order that this expenditure can in future be covered over a five year period.  
After further discussion when various levels of proposed increases were considered in detail it was

RESOLVED: That a further £4,888.00 be utilised from the interest received on the Capital Account as a contribution to the proposed Revenue Expenditure and in order to keep the Town Council Tax increase down to an acceptable 3% rise.
Precept
In the light of the increased income, the changes made, and the now agreed Special Purchases, Members moved to consider the level of Precept required to fund the Town Council’s activities during the Financial Year 2007/2008.
RESOLVED: That in view of the now approved Income and Expenditure Estimates and additional items a:-
PRECEPT of £324,418
be requested from Mid Bedfordshire District Council for the Financial Year commencing 1st April 2007.
It was noted that this represented an increase of 3% over 2006/2007.  The new “D” Band Tax would therefore be £79.03 per household, an increase of £2.30 per house.
Members also noted that with this continued level of expenditure and the possibility of the new Pavilion being completed during the coming year, more difficult decisions would be required at this time next year when a considerable increase might be unavoidable.
8. FUTURE OF SANDY MARKET
(87/06)

SEE PART II EXEMPT MINUTES – MINUTE NO (87/06)
8. PRESS RELEASE


(88/06)

RESOLVED: That a Press Release be issued explaining the proposed 3% increase and that this is below the current rate of inflation. 
The Press Release shall also detail the costs of the additional services that have been taken over from the District Council as requested by the electorate.

RESOLVED: THAT UNDER THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 AND BY VIRTUE OF THE CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF THE BUSINESS THAT MAY BE TRANSACTED UNDER THIS ITEM (SECTION 9) OF THE EXEMPT INFORMATION, LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) ACT 1985, IT MAY CONCERN “ANY TERMS PROPOSED OR TO BE PROPOSED BY OR TO THE AUTHORITY IN THE COURSE OF NEGOTIATIONS FOR A CONTRACT FOR THE ACQUISITION OR DISPOSAL OF PROPERTY OR THE SUPPLY OF GOODS OR SERVICES”, THE PRESS AND PUBLIC BE REQUESTED TO RETIRE FROM THE MEETING.

THE MINUTE WILL REMAIN A CONFIDENTIAL MINUTE UNDER THE TERMS OF THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000 SECTION 44 (1B) “INFORMATION IS EXEMPT INFORMATION IF ITS DISCLOSURE (OTHERWISE THAN UNDER THIS ACT) BY THE PUBLIC AUTHORITY HOLDING IT, IS INCOMPATIBLE WITH ANY COMMUNITY OBLIGATION.”
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